Chapter 17 The Foundations of Christian Society in Western Europe

Identification: People  What is the contribution of each of the following individuals to world history?  Identification should include answers to the questions who, what, how and why is this person important?

-Clovis

-Charles Martel

-Charlemagne
-Pope Leo III

-Gregory of Tours
-Louis the Pious

-Alfred

-Otto I
-Pope Gregory I 
-St. Benedict of Nursia-St. Scholastica

Identification: Terms/Concepts  State in your own words what each of the following terms means and why it is significant to a study of world history.
-Franks

-Aachen
-Missi dominici

-Magyars
-Vikings

-Holy Roman Empire

- Lords

-Retainers
-Benefice

-Fief

-Heavy plow
- Papacy
-Monasticism
-Benedict’s Rule
STUDY QUESTIONS
1.  What is the significance of Clovis’ conversion to Christianity?

2. What were the contributions of Charlemagne’s reign, and why did it ultimately fail to last very long?

3. Who were the Vikings?  What were the motivations behind their behavior? What were their accomplishments?  How did they disrupt European society?

4. What were the obligations of lords toward their retainers and the retainers toward their lords?  Why was this arrangement often unstable?

5. What role did the serfs play in early medieval Europe?  What was life like on a manor?

6. What was the significance of the invention of the heavy plow for the European economy ?

7.  Although trade constricted in the early middle ages, where and how was it still going on?

8.  What was the role of the pope in the early middle ages? How did the role evolve over this period of time?

9. How did monasticism develop in early medieval Europe?

10.  What was the significance of the monasteries to European society and economy?
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I. Feudalism: A Social and Political System

Introduction:

Citizens of Europe during the Middle Ages were very concerned with safety and

protection from external enemies. Consequently, small communities formed around local

lords or masters. Most people lived on a manor, which consisted of a castle, a church, a

village, and the surrounding farmland. Manors were usually isolated, although they

occasionally would receive visits from peddlers, pilgrims on their way to the Crusades,

soldiers from other fiefdoms, or others.

In this “feudal” system, the king awarded land grants, or “fiefs,” to the most important

nobles, barons, and church bishops. In return, they provided the king with political,

economic, and military support. The lowest class of feudal society was the peasants, who

were also known as “serfs” or “villeins.” In exchange for living and working on his land,

known as the “demesne,” the lord offered the peasants his protection.

-Feudal Oaths of Fidelity

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/feud-oath1.html and answer the following

questions:

1. Who is taking the first oath, “An Anglo Saxon Form of Commendation”?

2. This oath states that the person taking it promises not to do “…anything which is

unpleasing to him [the lord].” What problems might arise in the future from such a

general statement?

3. Who is taking the second oath “Acceptance of an Antrusian”?
4. Antrustions were bodyguards or members of the military entourage of a lord or king.

What is the significance of the lord’s statement that a vassal swearing an oath to him

would be “counted with the number of antrustions”?

5. A wergild was an amount of money a man’s family could accept in place of

vengeance if he were to be killed. Given this definition, what do you think is meant

by the following phrase in the oath: “…if anyone perchance should presume to kill

him, let him know that he will be judged guilty of his wergild of 600 shillings”?

-Charter of Homage and Fealty, 1110

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/atton1.html and answer the following

questions:

6. Why does the Viscount of Carcassonne pledge this oath in the presence of his sons

and others and why has it been written by a monk (John)?

7. When the oath uses the term “successors,” to whom is it referring?

8. How does an oath of fealty differ from an oath of fidelity?

9. Cite examples of when oaths are used in modern society. In what ways are these oaths

the same or different from medieval oaths?

-French Book of Hours, the Très Riches Heures

Go to http://www.navigo.com/wm/rh/img/march.jpg and answer the following questions:

10. Why does the farmland seem to be divided?
11. Which class of feudal society is shown working the fields around the Manor? What

visual elements assist you in identifying their class?

12. On what part of the land is the Manor house set? Why might it have been set there?

13. What methods of security can you see in this image?

-Now go to http://www.navigo.com/wm/rh/img/august.jpg
14. Which class of feudal society do you believe the people on the horses represent? Cite

visual elements from the image that support your conclusion.

II. Charlemagne
Introduction:

Charlemagne used the great wealth and strong military organization that he had inherited

from his father and brother to build his empire. In 772 he opened an offensive against the

Saxons, and for more than 30 years he pursued a ruthless policy that was aimed at

subjugating the Saxons and converting them to Christianity. Almost every year,

Charlemagne attacked one or another of the several regions of Saxon territory. He also

was responsible for mass executions: for example, 4500 Saxons were killed on a single

day in 782. The Saxons proved to be a far more difficult enemy than any of the other

nations conquered by Charlemagne. By contrast, the Lombards had been conquered in a

single campaign in 773–74. In 788 Charlemagne took Bavaria and launched an offensive

against the Avar Empire.

On Christmas Day in 800, Charlemagne accepted the title of emperor and was crowned

by Pope Leo III, and ruled until his death in 814. During his reign, it looked as if a new

Roman Empire might emerge in Europe; however this did not happen. His empire was

divided into three areas and led to the gradual emergence of regional monarchies.

Directions:

Einhard: The Life of Charlemagne

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/einhard.html and answer

Scroll down and click on the link marked 16. Foreign Relations

1. According to this excerpt from Einhard’s The Life of Charlemagne, what did

Charlemagne do to add to the “glory of his reign”?

Scroll down and click on the link marked 27. Generosity

2. According to Einhard, how did Charlemagne show his compassion to his fellow man?
Scroll down and click on the link marked 28. Charlemagne Crowned Emperor

3. Why did Charlemagne travel to Rome in November of 800?

4. What was the reaction of the Roman emperors when Charlemagne received the title

of “Emperor & Augustus” from the Pope?

Scroll down and click on the link marked 29. Reforms

5. What action did Charlemagne take when he found the laws of his people to be “very

defective,” and how may that have affected the diverse empire over which he ruled?

Scroll down and click on the link marked 33. Will

6. Why was it important for a monarch to leave a will?
7. Charlemagne, as his will states, divided his estate into “three lots, and subdivided and

set off two of the said lots into twenty-one parts, keeping the third entire.” Discuss the

division and how each of the lots was to be distributed.

8. In this preface to The Life of Charlemagne, Einhard states that he feels “no man can

write with more accuracy than I of events that took place about me, and of facts

concerning which I had personal knowledge.” Why do you think Einhard felt this way

and do you agree with his statement?
Concerning the Piety of Charles and His Care of the Church

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/basis/stgall-charlemagne.html.

Scroll down to the 13th entry in Book I and answer the following questions:

9. According to this account, why didn’t Charlemagne usually grant multiple fiefs to

individuals? What “special reasons” would lead him to alter this practice and grant

multiple benefices to one person?

10. What is meant by the portion which states that Udalric “was deprived of his honours

for a certain offence” and what does this show about the power of the monarch in a

feudal hierarchy?
Illuminated manuscript “The Coronation of Charlemagne”

Go to http://people.clemson.edu/~abmatth/123.jpg and answer the following question:

11. In this image, who do you think the individuals crowning Charlemagne are? What

does their prominence in this image signify about his kingdom?

III. Four Accounts of the Battle of Tours (Poitièrs)

Introduction:

Almost immediately after the death of Muhammad, Muslims followed the Prophet’s

commandment to spread his teachings and the Muslim Empire steadily expanded its

territory. Muhammad’s successor was Abu Bakr (632–34), one of Muhammad’s fathers-in-law (the prophet had ten wives) who was chosen by the Meccan community to lead

them as the “deputy of God.” Bakr battled against the Bedouins, who had at first

converted to Islam, then rejected it. The Bedouins were defeated, bringing the entire

Arabian Peninsula under Muslim control. Immediately following this victory, Muslims

began to conquer parts of the Byzantine Empire and the Sassanid Empire (Persia and

Iraq), proclaiming a jihad (meaning “holy war”) to spread Muhammad’s teachings.

Muslim forces crossed the Straits of Gibraltar in 711, entering Europe. In 732 Muslim

and Christian armies fought at Tours, France, in a battle that would decide who would

control Europe.

Directions:

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/732tours.html and answer the following

questions about the three documents:

From an Arabian Chronicler

1. Paraphrase Musa’s view of the Franks when speaking to his caliph.

2. Why does Musa believe that his view of the Franks is correct?

Isidore of Beja’s Chronicle

3. How long did the battle last, according to this source?
4. What phrase in the introduction to the document lets you know whether this source is

Christian or Muslim in origin?

5. According to this account, who won the Battle of Tours? How did they win?

Chronicle of St. Denis

6. What nickname was given to Charles Martel? How is this nickname justified by St.

Denis?

7. Paraphrase this account of the battle.

8. On what points do these three accounts agree? Explain.
Anonymous Arab Chronicler: The Battle of Poitièrs, 732

Go to http://www.fordham.edu/halsall/source/arab-poitiers732.html and answer the

following questions.

9. What causes the authenticity of this article to be in question?

10. According to this account, why were the Muslim soldiers eager to engage the Franks

in battle?

11. What words in the document suggest that this is a Muslim account?
12. What excuse does this account give for the Muslim defeat at Tours?

Summary questions:

13. Do these sources agree on the facts? List the facts on which they agree and disagree.

