Chapter 17 Outline

The Diversity of American Colonial Societies (1530-1770)
I. The Columbian Exchange


A. Demographic Changes
-Because of the New world’s isolation from the rest of the world, the peoples of the Americas did not have the toughened immunities like the rest of the world did. Therefore when the Europeans, French, and Spanish came to the New World they brought deadly diseases that the Amerindians had no immunity to. The settlers brought diseases like smallpox, the plague, influenza, typhus, and other very deadly diseases. However the Native Americans had very weak immunity to these diseases, causing a huge spike in the mortality rate. An estimated 50 percent of the Amerindians died when the first settlers came-which is roughly equivalent to about 40 million people. The more settlers who came to America, the more the Native Americans suffered from disease.

-Even more disease was spread when the explorers began to import African slaves; not only did they bring the slaves, but also a deadly form of malaria

-As the explorers and European settlers began to spread out, so did the diseases. The French fur traders who traded in Northern areas affected present-day New England, while the Spanish conquistadors in the south spread diseases through the Incan, Aztec, and Mexican populations.  

-The same thing happened in reverse too, though on a much smaller scale. It is believed that the Amerindians were the ones who spread syphilis to the Europeans.

-Though there is no evidence, some historians believe that the Europeans may have used disease to help subdue the native populations and build up their own empire, and while there is nothing that proves this, the diseases spread certainly killed off a large portion of the natives. 

B. Transfer of Plants and Animals

-Diseases weren’t the only things transferred in these new contacts. New plants traded and transferred between continents helped to revolutionize diets all over the world. The Amerindians received European and Asian plants like wheat, olives, grapes, rice, banana, coconuts, sugar, and garden fruits and vegetables. They incorporated these staples into their diets, while at the same time keeping their original diet staples. 

-In return, the Native Americans gave the Europeans new staple crops, causing a dietary revolution. Things like maize, potatoes, and squash had more calories per acre grown, and became an instant hit with the Europeans, Africans, and Asians. Other foods like tomatoes, sweet potatoes, peanuts, chilies, and chocolate became highly demanded foods in the “Old World”. Also, the Amerindians gave the Old World many dyes that were used widespread in textile industries after the transfer.

-The transfer of livestock was very beneficial to the New World, yet at the same time it was very destructive. Cattle, pigs, horses, and sheep were transferred as well as smaller animals that stowed away on the ships, like rats and rabbits. Because of the lack of natural predators and the abundance of food, these animals proliferated and multiplied out of control. There were not very many grazing animals in the Americas, and when such animals were introduced to the environment, they destroyed parts of the grasslands, simply because of the number of new animals eating all of the grass and farmer’s crops. 

-Although the environment was affected negatively, the American Indians did profit from these trades of animals. The Amerindians now had a steady supply of meat, wool, and hides, which they used in great quantities for many different things. The introduction of horses was very important too, as it gave them a new means of transportation and way to hunt buffalo, and native animal to the Americas. The horses also had many uses in warfare, agriculture, herding, and other useful jobs.

II. Spanish America and Brazil    

A. State and Church

-The Spanish colonies quickly expanded within a hundred-year period after Columbus discovered the Americas. The Spanish crown hurriedly took away the independent conquistadors power once a large empire had been formed, and began to try and unite all of its new provinces and settlers under the Spanish crown, as well as moving to bring all of the natives under their control. In an attempt to due this, they established the Council of the Indies in 1524. The established the council in Spain, so that the government could directly influence it, however the distance between Spain and the Americas greatly decreased the power of this council. It took more than 260 days to reach the American colonies and travel back, so the communication often took a long time and was very slow. High-ranking Spanish officials, or viceroys, therefore had great freedom in excising their power over the colonies, or viceroyalties.

-There were two main Spanish territories in the Americas. There was the Viceroyalty of New Spain ruling over Mexico and the present-day southwest of the United States, with its capital in New Mexico; the Viceroyalty of Peru ruled over South America, and had its capital in Lima. The geography in these two areas created a communication lag, as it would take weeks for messengers to travel from one viceroyalty to the other. 

-These two viceroyalties were broken down into separate judicial and administrative sections, and they were ruled over by Spain-appointed officials, who were almost always born in Spain. However later on, economic strain forced Spain to allow Spaniards born in the Americas to rule. 

-In the 1500s, Portugal was focused on other areas in Africa and Asia, instead of its New World colony in Brazil. This was due to the fact that the early settlers had found nothing of value there, making the Portuguese reluctant to pour more resources into the area. He experimented with the government system, appointing court favorites to carry out administrative tasks. This project failed after a short time however, due to mismanagement and lack of funding, forcing the king to appoint a governor to Brazil in 1549. The governor along with the king established a viceroyalty in Brazil, with a capital in Salvador. By 1720, the king named the first viceroy of Brazil. 

-Spain and Portugal’s governments in the New World were very extensive and bureaucratic which allowed Spain and Portugal to have more control over their colonies, as well as having the governments set up almost exactly the way they were in their mother countries. However this also brought weakness to these areas, as it was very expensive to maintain these bureaucracies and it brought very high taxes to the local areas; this lead to a lack of local economical and political growth. 

-The Catholic Church was very important throughout this entire process. Christianity and Catholicism were not only very important to the settlers, but it helped to spread European culture, ideas, and language to the Amerindians. The Church became a learning institution, promoting the education of the native peoples, but it also helped to spread culture to the Amerindians. 

-The need to spread Christianity was also an excuse for the governments to conquer the native peoples. They justified their war campaigns and conquests of the Amerindians with the excuse that it was in the name of the Church and that they were doing it to help spread Christianity.  

-The church tried to spread their religion by converting the local elites, hoping the rest of the indigenous peoples would follow suit. Their plan was abandoned when they found out that the local elites were still practicing their old rituals. Despite the failure, the church did help to protect the locals from the Spanish settlers and conquistadors. They made sure that the native peoples were treated fairly and with respect, as well as forcing legislation preventing the enslavement of the Amerindians. Over time though, the clashing of cultures and languages, as well as the geographical problems that their missionaries faced frustrated the church. This frustration led to cruelty and mistreatment of the Amerindians.

-Because the Church was so important to the Spanish settlers, the Catholic institution soon became one of the most powerful forces in the Spanish government, controlling people as well as properties. 

B. Colonial Economies

-The sugar plantations and mineral mining helped to finance the colonies economies and governmental institutions. 

-Although the mined gold was worth more, silver mining was the main and dominant source of income for many Spanish and Portuguese American colonies. It led to economic growth but it had several drawbacks to it; it severely damaged the environment, and it also led to the mistreatment of the Amerindians. The mercury used to refine the silver from the ores, and the amount of forest land burned down for mining had a huge and lasting impact on the environment, and it also harmed agriculture in the area. The mining also led to severe mistreatment of Amerindians, as the governments relied on forms of servitude in order to run the mines. The process of mining and refining silver took a large number of people, and it was very hazardous work. The Spanish formed a kind of tax-servitude, forcing a certain number of Amerindians to work for them for a certain part of the year. As the Amerindian population dropped from disease and poor working conditions, the women and children were forced to work; this also forced the Spanish to lengthen the periods of time between servitude in order to keep the Amerindian population alive. The Amerindians eventually gave up, moving from agricultural villages to mines permanently, weakening the diversity between the Spanish and Amerindians, and promoting assimilation into the Spanish society.

-The Portuguese depended mostly on sugar plantations, and based on experience in Africa, they used Amerindian slave labor in the fields. Because of the high demand of slaves and the number of slaves dying each year from disease, slave raiding became a profitable business. The slave raiders would go out and take Amerindians form everywhere: tribes, villages, and even Spanish towns. 

-The high profit in both mining and sugar growing not only led to world influence, but also to a growth in urbanization, commercialism, and a growth in industrial growth. This not only led to monopolies, but also to illegal trading and piracy from jealous countries.

C. Society in Colonial Latin America  

-Because of the fact that not very many nobles came to the New World, artisans, merchants, lawyers, and other middle class dominated most of the social hierarchy.  There was a very small flow of Spaniards into these colonies, so the Amerindians made up most of the population in the colonies. Also increasing in size were the Creoles, or someone born in America to European parents. Typically, elite families would try to establish connections with the Spanish authorities and court systems, as well as with other families in order to gain protection of themselves and their workers or villagers.  

-The nobles who did live in these Spanish colonies tried to promote their position and create a social hierarchy like the one in Europe, however the mistreated and abused Amerindians undermined their attempts to do so. The social hierarchy that developed put the Spanish on the top, with the Creoles coming next (they controlled agriculture and mining), and the Amerindians and slaves at the bottom. 

-The Amerindians struggled to adapt to their new society. Gone were their old rituals and social standings, and they suddenly found themselves all equal to each other. They also suffered heavy taxes, forced labor, abuse, loss of land, and other injustices in the hands of the Spanish. Those who weren’t killed by disease and abuse assimilated into European society, and found new ways to resist the Spanish mistreatment.

-The treatment and social standings of African Americans also declined during this time, due to the high slave traffic in Africa. Although many black slaves won their freedom from fighting alongside the conquistadors, they were segregated and barred from many social institutions like the church, because of their different languages, cultures, and rituals. 

-Many black and Amerindian slaves had different ways of resisting, and they did so often. They would use sabotage, rebellion, and running away in order to try to defend themselves. Sometimes it worked, but often time it resulted in death or harsh punishment. The slaves were very skilled people and had many talents, yet they were very much abused and although they could buy their freedom, only about one percent of them actually could do so every year.

III. English and French Colonies in North America


A. Early English Experiments

-During the 16th century, England had many failed attempts to start a colony in the New World. These attempts failed most of the time due to unsubstantial financing, support, and backing. In the 17th century though, England renewed its efforts. They did so because they had gained valuable experience settling Ireland, as well as the fact that many wealthy English men pushed for a New World colony in hopes that it would be profitable and produce highly demanded items like silk. 

-The English learned a lot from settling Ireland. They did so by eliminating the local peoples, and then offering up the Irish land for sale to rich English guilds and businessmen. The guilds and businessmen would buy plantations, buy, enslave, or find settlers, then establish a colony. The English hoped to do the same thing with North America.

B. The South

-The first lasting English colony was set up and funded by a group of wealthy investors called the Virginia Company in 1607. 144 settlers landed inside the Chesapeake Bay and established Jamestown, in honor of King James. Unlike the Virginia Company had planned it to be, the Jamestown settlement was not immediately profitable. In fact, the area that the settlers had chosen to live on was very swampy and although easily defendable, it was a very unhealthy place. There were no mineral rich areas to mine, no sedative locals to enslave, and within 15 years over 80 percent of the settlers had died of disease, malnutrition, or Amerindian attacks. Eventually in 1624 the English crown took away the colony from the Virginia Company because of poor leadership. This allowed the colonists to move to another site (The Virginia Company had forced the colonists to stay in the poor site). This new site was much more habitable, and the colonists created an economy based on furs, timber, and tobacco. Tobacco turned out to be the key for the colony, because it led to significant profits and attracted people of all sorts to the new colony. 

-The growth in the tobacco market helped the growth of Jamestown, and soon there were plantations and farms stretching from Jamestown to the coast. The growths also created a demand for African slaves increasing the slave traffic incoming form Africa, as well as introduce a new form of servitude called indentured servitude. The system was based on a worker working for a certain number of years as a servant, then being freed. This system is how many of the settlers came to the New World-they would sign a contract with a company, then the company would provide transportation to the New World and they would work for a certain number of years, then be freed. Approximately 80 percent of immigrants to the New World did so through indentured servitude. Companies preferred this system to slavery, as slaves were more expensive and many of them would die. However as the mortality rate improved and slaves became cheaper, companies and plantations started to use more slavery. 

-As the population of the colonies went up, people realized that the colony would most like be a long lasting one. So the English crown started to appoint officials and form a system of colonial government. This government was governed not only by a crown appointed official, but also by something called the House of Burgesses. The House of Burgesses was a group of town appointed representatives that severed as a deliberative body. This was a very important step towards America’s present-day democracy and even in the 17th century, this democracy set the New World colonies apart from the rest of Europe.

-The fur traders motivated the push southward by the colonists. The Amerindians provided hides and skins from local animals and traded them for European products and firearms. This trade transformed the Amerindian society, because it made it so that the Native Americans no longer had to rely on hunting, gathering, and farming. They also fell victims to the new diseases spread by the fur traders, and they lost land to the settlers. Thanks to the advent of firearms, native conflicts became more deadly and as a result many Amerindians were killed and their land lost to the Europeans. The fur traders also enslaved and took advantage of the Amerindians, provoking a war between the colonists and the Amerindians; the colonists won and forced the Amerindians to give up even more land.  

-As large plantations grew in the south, so did the demand for African slaves. The large slave population in the southern colonies led to an assimilation of African culture into the European culture. The conditions the slaves worked in were very poor, and it became even worse when 200 slaves tried to revolt against their owners and escape to Spanish territories.

C. New England

-Two main groups, the pilgrims and the puritans settled New England. The pilgrims sailed from England, unhappy with the church, and came to the New World to practice their religion the way they wanted to. The puritans sailed because they wanted to purify their religion, so they sailed to New England in hopes that they could start fresh with a group of spiritually “pure” people. They established a colony in Massachusetts and it was a very unique colony. Unlike most of the other colonies in America, Massachusetts had an equal ratio of men and women, making it so that they didn’t have to rely on immigrants to supply a steady population. They became known as more “American” than everybody else because after a few centuries, most of the population had been born in the Americas. Also, the crown had less control over them because they brought the charter company with them to the New World, so the crown couldn’t influence the company from that distance.

-New England’s soil was very poor in quality, forcing the colonists to find another method of income, besides cash crops. Initially they relied on timber and fur exports, but later on their economy became dominated by shipping and commercial services. This led to a growth in urbanization and population growth; however that growth declined sharply in the 1740s due to disease and attacks from the indigenous peoples. 

-Massachusetts was very different from the rest of the colonies because it did not rely on slave labor, creating a unique social environment. The richest families still dominated and ruled, however Massachusetts had the least amount of difference between wealth. (Basically everyone was regarded as equals because of equal wealth)

D. The Middle Atlantic Region

-The Mid-Atlantic cities of New York and Pennsylvania were poorly managed, financed, and organized. However, due to its strategic position on the Hudson River it prospered greatly. Its economy relied on the shipping and commercial industries. And even though the government was extremely corrupted, the people living in those areas managed to live prosperous lives. Also, since the area was not dependant on slaves, it had a very different social hierarchy than most of the other colonies. Instead it had many freed slaves.

E. French America

-The French were very similar to the English in the fact that they settled in the Americas to obtain profit and they went to spread Christianity to the indigenous populations. Their profit however came from trading and selling furs, rather then from cash crops or mining. The French established small trading posts throughout Northern America and participated in active trade with the Amerindians. However the French waited fifty years before establishing a colony in Quebec. Because of their trade relationships and location, the French quickly took sides with the Algonquin tribes. This led to problems though, especially with the introduction of firearms. The tribal wars going on between the Algonquin and the Iroquois now involved not only deadly firearms, but also the French militia. 

-Like the Spanish, the French Church learned the local language and set up institutions where the natives could learn about European culture and Christianity. However disease kept on thwarting the French’s attempts to convert the locals, so the French redirected the money into building hospitals and schools. 

-Although the fur trade prospered and there was agricultural growth, the French population grew very slowly in the New World. As a result, when challenged by the English and Spanish for land, the French yielded and was forced to give Canada to England and Louisiana to Spain. 

IV. Colonial Expansion and Conflict           

     
A. Imperial Reform in Spanish America and Brazil 

-After long a dispute and fight over the throne in Spain in 1700, Philip V took control of the throne and enforced several reforms in Spain’s colonies. Spain’s navy was strengthened, more trading ports opened up, and intercontinental trade was expanded. It was a period of great economic growth for Spain, and it led to economic growth in the Spanish colonies as well. The population started to rebound after the bouts with disease and the mining production started to pick up pace. These reforms lead to other problems though. The colonists became unhappy with the heavy taxes they were paying, and some Spanish areas declined due to imperial wars. The monopolies that Spain established on exports also left many settlers unhappy and feeling like the Spanish were violating the constitution. 

-This unrest also led to Amerindian uprisings, as their conditions were still very poor. The uprisings were largely unsuccessful and led to the killing of many natives.     

Chapter 18 Outline

The Atlantic System and Africa (1550-1800)
I. Plantations in the West Indies


A. Colonization Before 1650

-Before 1650, the Europeans were manly focused on colonies in the West Indies. However their attention soon shifted towards colonizing the American mainland. (Virginia, New England, South Carolina, etc.) However after 1600 the French and English started to colonize islands in the West Indies, or the present-day Caribbean. Their aim was to create largely successful plantations that grew tobacco and sugar. Tobacco was especially important to the Europeans because despite King James warnings, the population smoked so much that tobacco exports became as valuable as gold and silver. 

-Making a large tobacco industry was not easy though. Hurricanes, epidemics, and attacks by the natives slowed down the forward progress, and to make it even harder, there was a shortage of supplies and laborers. Charter companies helped to ease this shortage by paying for these expensive colonies and receiving monopolies on exports in return. The indentured servant system helped as well, providing people with free passages to America in return for an obligation to work for a certain number of years. This helped the colonies become quite successful, however the larger and more productive plantations in Virginia and the rest of the American mainland soon eclipsed them.

-The Dutch solved this problem when they introduced the cultivation of sugar and African slaves. Their was a problem however; the Dutch could not export the sugar because a war with the Spanish. So they formed the Dutch West India Company. This company was like a disguised Dutch Navy, which attacked the Spanish plantations in Brazil, then took control of them. After spending 15 years improving the Brazilian plantations, the Dutch West India Company entered the African slave trade, supplying its colonies and plantations with African slaves. Just like when they attack Brazil, the Dutch West India Company had political and economic reasons to enter the slave trade. 

-In 1654, the Portuguese kick the Dutch plantation owners out of Brazil, which was very important, as it led to these planters taking their sugar cultivation skills and the Brazilian economy with them.

B. Sugar and Slaves

-In the West Indies, sugar soon became more important than tobacco. By the 1700s, the West Indies had become the largest producer of sugar, beating Brazil. This meant that there was also a large spike in slave trade, as the plantation leaders needed more and more slaves. African slaves became popular, but historians still debate as to why this was. 

-There was also a large shift from indentured servants to slaves. This was because initially, slaves were very expensive and the poor tobacco farmers could not afford to buy them; instead they would pay half the price for an indentured servant. After the switch to sugar though, the farmers were able to afford the slaves, who turned out to be a better investment than servants. The slaves would have to work until their death on the plantation, whereas a servant would only work for a certain number of years, and then had to be released along with a small plot of land. In the West Indies, the increase in slave popularity led to a sharp decrease in indentured servitude, which then led to the European servants shifting from the Caribbean to the American mainland.

II. Plantation Life in the Eighteenth Century


A. Technology and Environment

-The process of growing sugar cane was fairly easy, however in order to extract the sugar from the canes, plantation owners had to have their own mills and possessing areas. First the workers would clear the field with hoes and spades, then plant and water the canes. After about sixteen months, the canes were cut down with machetes, and then taken to a mill, usually owned by the plantation owner. The canes were then crushed between large rolling wheels, powered by either a windmill or watermill. The sap obtained was then carted to another building where it would be boiled into molasses and a dark syrup. The molasses was then either exported or made into rum in yet another building. The dark syrup was poured into molds where the rest of the liquid would evaporate, leaving behind packed sugar crystals. This possess would take place on a plantation anywhere from 100 acres to 2000 acres. 

-The sugar growing was environmentally safe, as they used natural power for the mills and used manure for fertilizer in the fields. However the repeated growing of sugar cane led to “dead” fields, which led to deforestation for new fields. By the 1700s, the entire West Indies ecology had been dramatically changed. The islands were filled with exhausted fields and deforested areas, and most of the surviving plants and animals had been introduced by the Spanish or French.

B. Slaves Lives    

-In the West Indies, the population was made up of a small group of elite plantation owners, a small group of farmers and estate managers, government officials, and an overwhelmingly large group of African slaves. The slaves led very harsh lives, sometimes working more than eighteen hours a day. All of the slaves would work, with the exception of the infants and the sick. The slaves were kept in line by harsh punishments and threats of violence, and all of the slaves, women and children included, were forced to work. Most of the men slaves did not even work in the fields at all, instead they were blacksmiths or carpenters, or tended to the livestock.

-Slaves needed to work from sunup to sundown in order to finish their daily tasks, and they had to constantly work well to avoid being punished. Slaves were not forced to work on Sundays, however they had to do so in order to tend to their own chores and plants. Slaves would often times sell what little they had in markets on Sundays. There was little or no time for any sort of recreation, and most slaves were very uneducated. In the West Indies there was a very high slave mortality rate due to the harsh conditions, and consequently a very low birth rate. Disease and epidemics were a problem too, and the high death rate served as a stimulus to the Atlantic slave trade. The white, single male plantation owners would even take advantage of a female slave and demand sexual favors. He might even take her to be his mistress, in which case she and her future children would be freed.

-Slaves often rebelled and ran away from their plantations. To put an end to this, plantation owners would discourage the use of African language and heritage, and instead force them to learn Christianity and English. (Or French, Spanish, etc.) Plantation owners would also mix up slaves from different areas to discourage them from talking or bonding with one another.   

C. Free Whites and Free Blacks

-In the Western Indies society, there were three types of three people. The most dominant were wealthy European plantation owners. They dominated the economy and the society. Next came the middle-class Europeans. They were usually farmers who grew crops for local consumption. Last came the free blacks. Although they held the same jobs and economic standing as the middle-class whites, they were socially inferior. Also, while the middle-class whites owned a few slaves to help on their farms, very few blacks owned or used slaves.

-Not just anyone could be a plantation owner. The start up cost was monumental, costing over 100,000 dollars just to acquire a medium size plot of land. However those wealthy enough to start or own a plantation usually had a large amount of profit, and therefore a large political influence. 

III. Creating the Atlantic Economy


A. Capitalism and Mercantilism

-The creation of the Atlantic economy was largely due to the private investments of wealthy businessmen. The government sponsored exploratory trips and government controlled economies did not allow economic expansion and progression, as the royalty tried to create a monopoly on all of the exports and imports in a colony. This method not only proved to be expensive, but also very inefficient. 

-In order for the private investors to maximize profit and minimize risk, they relied on a system of banks, stock exchanges, and charter companies-something called capitalism. Capitalism had already been practiced in Europe, and it was transferred to the New World when the European economy slowed down. 

-Banks were at the center of European capitalism. In fact, by the 1600s, Dutch banks were so notoriously secure that government entrusted large sums of money to them. In order to generate revenue, these banks would take the deposited money and invest it in things like real estate, loans, trade, and the local industry. 

-The stock market was another capitalism tool, giving a higher rate of income than the low bank interest. Shares of companies were bought, and investors could buy insurance to protect themselves from financial loss. Companies could also buy insurance guaranteeing to cover cargo and ship loss.  

-The capitalism in these countries was nurtured by mercantilism. Mercantilism policies were adopted by countries in Europe, and these policy encouraged oversees trade; however they discouraged trade with foreign merchants. One of the first mercantilist capitalisms was the Dutch East India Company. The government gave this company a legalized monopoly over all of the Dutch trade in the Indian Ocean, encouraging the private investment groups to acquire stocks in the company. They were rewarded for their investment when the Dutch seized control over long-distance trading routes in the Indian Ocean. A similar thing happened in the Atlantic Ocean with the Dutch West India Company. This success prodded the rest of Europe to do the same. 

-In the 1650s, the French and English used military force in order to try to break the chokehold that the Dutch held over all of the trade in the Americas. They were successful and in 1678 drove the Dutch India Company into bankruptcy. The French and the English then tried to break the monopoly that other charter companies held to try and lower prices. Countries also tried to exclude foreigners from entering their economy by enforcing high tariffs and laws that forbade their colonies from trading with anyone else but the English. This also served to promote competition between citizens. These mercantilism policies helped make the Atlantic Ocean trading system one of the most important during the 17th and 18th centuries. 

B. The Atlantic Circuit

-The Atlantic trade circuit was a three-leg circuit that was designed to maximize profit for everyone involved, including the ships and their crews. The Atlantic Ocean had many different water routes, all of which had different winds and currents. However most of the boats all sailed in the same circuit. The first leg was from Europe to West Africa. The merchants would sell the European goods and then use the money to purchase slaves. They then sailed these slaves to the American plantations, selling the slaves and purchasing American goods demanded in Europe like tobacco or sugar. They ship would then sail the final leg back to Europe trading American goods for European goods, and the cycle would start all over again. The idea was to take goods that were abundant in one place and move them to another where they were scarce, then vice versa. This seemed like a system where everyone would profit, however pirates, storms, and shipwrecks often brought on a loss of profit. This Atlantic triangle was the basic outline for Atlantic trade, however other voyages and trade supplemented this, like the trading voyages between Europe and the Indian Ocean merchants. This trade in the Atlantic helped to lower prices and increase supply of things like sugar and slaves, which were once scarce and very pricey.

-Slave trade became especially important to the Atlantic trading system, as the plantations in Brazil, the West Indies, and the American mainland relied on the steady importations of slaves. Mercantilism ended up putting the slave trade into the hands of charter companies, who spent money remodeling their ships especially for slave transport. Many times slaves would die during the voyage, however the charter companies were fairly successful at limiting the slaves’ deaths. They would whip, beat, execute, and force-feed the slaves in order to keep them alive. 

IV. Africa, the Atlantic, and Islam


A. The Gold Coast and the Slave Coast
-In Africa, the first European contacts were more interested in trading than colonizing or conquering. At first the main focus was the massive amount of gold that was found in the country. However, during the 17th and 18th centuries, the gold trade slowly transitioned into slave trade. 

-The African merchants who traded with the Europeans were very selective and demanding when it came to quality. The Africans demanded goods of a certain quality and style, and if a merchant tried to sell something not suited to local tastes, he would have a very hard time finding a good price. They were so picky that European guidebooks on African trade state certain shapes and colors that the beads had to be if a merchant expected to sell them. Both sides sometimes tried to hoodwink one another in order to sell their product for the best price. 

B. Africa’s European and Islamic Contacts

-The Islamic influence over Africa started in the first century of Islamic expansion, when the Muslims captured North Africa and turned it into a Muslim state. During the periods of European exploration, the Muslims also expanded the extent of their reach. They did so through the sub-Saharan trading network. When the Saharan caravans would come from the south and trade with the North Africans, the Muslims would pass on their cultural ideas and beliefs, as well as their system of government. The South African continent soon reflected this, developing rich trading cities like Songhai, which was ruled by Muslims and had an Islamic administrative system and government. The Islamic empire also had an impact on the economy in Africa. The Islamic merchants who traded in the Indian Ocean not only spread Islamic beliefs, but also helped to spread economic wealth. The Muslims, like the Europeans also had a large slave trade. Their religion did not hinder this; in fact the enslavement of pagans and non-Muslims was widely accepted. The slave trade was different however; in the fact that the slaves were treated marginally better in the Islamic states than on the American plantations. Also, the slaves tended to be soldiers or servants. The majority of the slaves were women, who maintained and entertained households. Also, there was a lot smaller flow of slaves into Africa than there was into Europe; About 8 million went to America, while only 2 million went to Islamic states.      

