Gov-Pol Notes – Chapter 8 (pp. 167-182)
Contemporary Ideologies and Philosophies

- Various ideologies exercised a huge influence around the world in the 20th Century

IDEOLOGIES: BLUEPRINTS FOR ACTION
- “Ideology” is often used as a pejorative – dismisses an idea as not well thought out

- Ideology refers to a set of ideas and beliefs that clarifies what is valued and what isn’t


- Belief systems that aim to cure the ills of societies

- Pure ideologies tend to be limited to an educated elite class

- Ideologies are distinguished by four critical elements:


a) A negative perception of where society is headed


b) A reasoned view of what is wrong and why


c) A prescription to reform or overthrow the present system


d) An attempt to form a movement which will follow the prescription to the end

- Based on the teachings of significant thinkers or philosophers

- Followers are attracted by propaganda techniques and solutions are simple and precise


- Scapegoats often blamed for ills in society

- Ideologies justify the ideas shared by a group


- Conservatism justifies elite groups, liberalism justifies the middle classes

- Understanding ideologies helps understand how a society’s government works

The Left-Right Ideological Spectrum
- Stems from post-Revolutionary France where different groups sat in different areas

Communism ---- Social Democracy ---- Liberalism --- Conservatism --- Nazism/Fascism

Dominant Ideologies of the Twentieth Century
- Liberalism, socialism, and conservatism all originated in Europe

- Each justified the legitimacy of a particular social class

- Extreme views of these ideologies have not done well (Strict Marxism, Nazism, etc)

- French Revolution and Napoleonic Wars helped Europe shift from feudalism to states


- New, legal basis seen governing citizens

- Philosophers began tackling questions such as “what is the role of the state”


  - No right answer to these questions

- Political leaders can use ideology to manipulate citizens very easily

- Ideologies can change and adapt if given the right circumstances

WESTERN IDEOLOGIES
Liberalism
- Liber (free man) in Latin

- Liberals wanted rights for everyone and no coercion by the government
- John Locke was the most influential of the classic liberals


- His ideas found in the Declaration of Independence and other such writings

- Wrote his ideas out in Two Treatises on Civil Government (1690)


- All humans have the right to life, liberty and property



- Government is created to protect these rights

- Although classic liberals wanted equality before the law, they did not want political equality or economic equality


- Felt the individual should be free, and allowed to make the best of themselves

- Felt that the legislature should represent the rights and desires of citizens

- John Stuart Mill – wrote On Liberty (1859)


- Only justification for restricting the freedom of someone was to protect another

- Classic liberals faced a big dilemma 


- Governments were supposed to protect rights, but they could also hinder them



- Solved this problem by creating strict constitutions

- The principle that the “best government governs the least” fuelled various theories


- Included Adam Smith’s laissez-faire theory

- Smith felt the government had three duties:


a) Defend against foreign attack


b) To establish an administration of justice


c) To provide things that aren’t profitable, but benefit society (clean cities, etc)

- Modern liberals agree that the government should not regulate societies too much
- Classic liberalism believes that spontaneous individual choice is better than impositions

- Felt that the advantages generated by the rich would filter down to the poor

- Believes in the right to private property and free-enterprise capitalism

Conservatism
- Resisted the liberals’ demands for social change – wanted to keep past norms

- Conservare (Latin) – to save or preserve

- Edmund Burke – major supporter of conservatism


- In Reflections on the Revolution in France, he argued against social change

- Argued that having a place in a fixed society made an individual happier in the long run

- Believed that it was the social group, not individuals, that was important


- Felt that liberals were too individualistic and selfish

- They wanted change to be gradual, not sudden like socialists and liberals

- Burke felt that power was deserved, but should not be abused

- Also supported Smith’s economic ideas for the most part

- After WWII, the Church and the aristocracy were largely discredited

- Conservatism was not supported as much

Socialism
- Began in the first few decades of the nineteenth century

- Wanted public ownership a planned economy, and state intervention in market forces

- As the lot of urban workers worsened, socialism became more popular

- Two versions existed in the beginning: “utopian” version in Britain and France


- Also, the “scientific” version of Karl Marx in Germany

- Utopians such as Robert Owen wanted industrial technology to advance by govt. aid

- Scientific socialists either wanted a democratic socialism, or Marx’s revolution


- The revolutionaries later became known as communists

Karl Marx and the Origins of Communism
- Claimed that social and historical development are determined by basic economic laws


- These apparently lead to an inevitable revolutionary shift to socialism

- “Class” is a group of people who share the same relationship to production

- Marx felt that in capitalist systems, workers are psychologically alienated

- Wanted working class to take control of government, and govt to control everything

- Felt that naturally-arising conflicts would end in the formation of a socialist utopia

- Marx saw history as a progressive ladder:

Primitive communalism → Slavery → Feudalism → Capitalism → Pure Communism

Four basic elements in Marxist ideology:

a) Capitalism is unjust and doomed

b) Capitalism has internal contradictions which create economic depressions
c) Capitalism should be abolished and replaced with collective ownership of the means of production
d) Communist Party will provide the means to carry out overthrow of capitalism
- Marx saw Communism as a higher, more radical stage of socialism

- Engels and Marx published the Communist Manifesto – stated their ideas in writing


- Marx later published Das Kapital

- 1917 – Lenin led the first successful socialist revolution in Russia

- Lenin believed in the leadership of a “vanguard elite”

- Leon Trotsky organized the Red Army which Lenin used to take command

- Trotsky believed Russia should be the base for world revolution

- After Lenin’s death, Stalin became leader of Russia


- Banished Trotsky, later had him killed

- Felt Russia was a model and a base from which communism would spread

- Many critics felt that Communist Russia did not accomplish any of its goals


- Also, Stalin and Lenin ruled by terror – did not have support of the people

Democratic Socialism
- Sometimes called socialism “by ballots rather than bullets”

- Social democrats had the same goals as Marxists, but wanted to reach them peacefully

- Fabian Society – influential socialist group established in Britain in 1884


- Wanted to make it easy for Britain to become socialist

- 1901 – Formed the Labour Party with major British trade leaders
- Felt that democracy would allow the impoverished classes to use their votes in support of socialism, which would improve their lot

- Felt the progress of socialism depended on eliminating abuses, not letting them build

- Many Democratic Socialist parties took root in the 20th Century in the Western world
