Gov Pol Notes

Chapter 5 – Contemporary Forms of Government

· Similarities and differences btwn states allow us to understand and generalize politics

· States are classified on two spectrums:


- Developed / Developing

- Democratic / Authoritarian

The World of States

- By combining indicators of political and economic development, analysts can group states into 3 basic “worlds”, referred to as First, Second, and Third Worlds.

- These categories largely abandoned in favour of pure economic measures

The Democratic-Authoritarian Dimension

Liberal Democracy

- Almost every govt in the world claims to be “democratic” even if they aren’t


- Democracy: taken from demos (the people) and kratos (authority)

- Athenian democracy (5th C. BC) – people ruled through popular assemblies


- Higher officials chosen by lot, not elected

- Modern democracy - tries to reconcile opposing interests, not impose one interest


- Do opposition parties have a fair chance of winning an open election?

- Most political scientists feel that Athenian democracy could never work today

- Representatives can help make legislation – winning election gives legitimacy


- Majority principle – decisions can be made by the people even with divisions

- Winston Churchill called democracy the “least worst system of government”

- Almost all democracies have citizens’ rights spelled out in the constitution

- Liberal Democracy – implies that the majority cannot do whatever it wants

- Constitutionalism – the majority must govern within the rule of law

- A liberal democracy can exist within a socialist or capitalist economy


- Sweden – socialist / United States – capitalist

- It is rare for democracies to go to war with other democracies


- Harder to convince a majority of the people to support them

- 3 “waves” of democratization (world becoming vastly more democratic):


- 1st Wave – 19th Century


- 2nd Wave – End of colonization after WWII


- 3rd Wave – Since the mid-1980s



- Legitimacy of authoritarian rule declining



- Snowball effect – one transition to democracy affects others

Varieties of Liberal Democracy

- Three main types of liberal democracies:


- Established – Can have two successive open and violence-free elections


- Transitional – Oscillating between democratic and authoritarian


- Façade – Authoritarian regimes that pretend to be democratic but aren’t

Democracy and its Critics

- Critics see democracy as elitist

- Elite theories – Some people feel that within any society, there will be a governing elite class that is better suited to rule. Even supposed democratic institutions such as political parties have an elite

- Pluralist theories – contend that power is reasonably diffused in society. Different minorities rule on different issues, which means there is never a single, ruling elite.

- Difficult to resolve which is better

Authoritarianism
- Describes systems that rest on the obedience of citizens, not their consent

- No dissent, no pluralism, little public participation, no opposition to the govt

- Authoritarian societies carefully control and censor the media

- Ideology – a belief system that tries to cure the ills of society

- Modern ideologies range on a spectrum:  


communism-----social democracy---liberalism---conservatism----Nazism, fascism

- Thomas Hobbes (Leviathan) – felt that people owe allegiance to the state


- State must provide security for individuals and property

- Authoritarian right-wing regimes have included Franco’s Spain, Salazar’s Portugal

- Also include military-run systems, and juntas (military councils)

- Left-wing regimes include socialist regimes such as Iraq and Syria
The Two Types of Authoritarianism
Dictatorship: one person ruling in their own self-interest, with complete control


- No one ever has “complete” control over everything in the society


- Associates may suddenly turn against a dictator

- Control can vary from weak to near-totally

Totalitarianism: Efforts are made by the leader to control every aspect of society


- Includes religion, family, education, etc

- Special institutions often set up in an attempt to maintain control

- Rousseau claimed that when one group can claim they rule in the interests of the people, they obtain total power – this has been cited to justify many totalitarian regimes
- These regimes are usually quite modern

- Leaders usually try to give the idea that “the people” are in control


- State and society must be fused

- 6 conditions of totalitarianism (found on p. 100 of text):


- An official ideology covering all aspects of human endeavour


- A single mass party based on this ideology


- A secret police for dominating the population


- Control of the means of mass communication


- A monopoly of coercive mechanisms such as the military and the police


- Central control of the economy

Varieties of Authoritarianism
- Many different styles of an authoritarian state

Communist – leaders try to adhere to the Marxist-Leninist doctrine


- Any competition to the Communist party is forbidden


- Stalin’s Russia is the closest to a purely totalitarian communist govt

- Party leaders dominate government positions

- Recently, many communist countries have become transitional democracies
- Formerly communist but not quite democratic states are a challenge to classify
One-Party States – non-communist states that only support one party

- Often based on the support of the military

- These states often fluctuate between one-party and military systems, occasionally switching to façade democracies for a short period of time

Military – when military leaders seize power and form a government


- Most dramatic is the coup d’état, in which the military uses force

- States with frequent military involvement are called praetorian states
- crypto-democracies – military rule, then another group takes over, then military…
Dynastic and Court – rulers govern their people the way monarchs used to

- Ruler controls everything, and members of the elite seek access to influence the ruler


- eg. Rasputin in Tsarist Russia

- Dynasties can be broken up quickly if the people suddenly want change

Theocratic – states that are governed as religious entities by religious leaders

- Often very oppressive and intolerant

- Religion holds the state together and is used to justify extreme acts

The Developmental Dimension
- Prior to 1990, First-, Second-, and Third-world classifications were used


- Now there is little difference between first and second – hard to tell

- First World – modernized, democratic, politically stable, and a relatively free market

- Second World – usually communist, no competitive parties, and not a free market


- # of Second World states fell after the downfall of communism in 1991

- Third World – everyone else – poor, unindustrialized, all-around loser countries


- Most 3rd World states resulted from collapsed empires and colonialism

Levels of Economic Development
- States are now classified into levels of development (more developed, less developed)

- Developed countries – defined by the World Bank – GNP is > $8626 annually


- Includes principally the 21 member states of the Organization of Economic 
Cooperation and Development (OECD)

- Less developed countries (LDCs)

- Lowest of the LDCs = LLDCs


- 45 LLDCs in 1995 (2/3 + in Africa, some in Asia, also Haiti)

- LDCs are usually full of turmoil (war, poverty, famine, etc)

- How did this huge inequality come to be?


- Some countries did not shift to democracy, others did


- Some still have military regimes, coups, etc
