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Chapter 3 – The Modern State

- Various laws govern the ways states conduct their international affairs

STATE AND NATION
- A state is a political unit with a given territory


- Must include a defined territory, a permanent population, and a form of govt

- Sovereign states maintain order, tax their citizens, and are recognized internationally

- People born within a state’s boundaries are usually considered citizens

- A nation is a cultural identity – eg. the native Indians in Canada, Palestinians, etc


- Often aspire to self-government and sovereignty

- A nation-state implies that each state consists of one nation


- Very few in today’s world, but one example might be Japan

Nationalism
- Members of a nation share a sense of loyalty and psychological attachment

- In a modern sense, nationalism is seen as the pursuit of autonomy or sovereignty

- Has been used to justify protectionism, imperialism, and rebellions

- 1960 – UN decided that forcefully colonizing another country was wrong

- The issue is not colonies wanting independence, but groups wanting to secede

- Nationalism is not the same as Regionalism – feeling loyalty within an area

- Important aspect in countries like Canada, UK, and other large areas


- Ethnic activity can range from total integration to total separation

- Since nationalists within a state cause rifts, governments try to foster national identity


- Emotional attachment to geographical features


- A common past with heroes and myths which inspire pride


- Special kinship through a common language


- A unique culture with shared values

- Authoritarian states will sometimes socialize children at a young age

- National identity can by forged in authoritarian states through brutal force

- Democratic states often foster national pride through flags, parades, etc

- Hypernationalism is when national pride becomes too strong


- Classic example is Nazi Germany

DEVELOPMENT OF THE MODERN STATE
- Modern states did not exist until the 16th Century

The European Model
- Modern-day states originated in Europe, from where they were carried to colonies

- Nationalism eventually replaced feudal allegiances and ties to the Church

- This transition began with rulers taking control over more land than was usual

- During the Reformation, people identified with both religion and language


- Once the Bible was translated, people saw themselves as English-speaking, etc

- Final break between church and state came in 1648 – Peace of Westphalia


- Ended the 30 years War and the Holy Roman Empire’s control of Europe
- Boundaries became more solid and provided some security

- England and France tried to incorporate territories that spoke the same language

- This European system was unique in three regards:

Legalism
- The idea that the relationship of the govt and the individual must be based on law

- This developed from the idea that citizens had rights to life, liberty, and property

Mutability
- This concerns the predisposition to change seen in Europe

- Social structure, political structure, and belief system reinforce each other


- When this does not happen, the state is susceptible to innovation


- When the Protestant Reformation came into Europe, the system was changed

- After the Peace of Westphalia, a community of independent states emerged

- Chinese and Islamic states found it hard to adjust to the Industrial revolution because they had such a stable relationship in their societies

Multi-State Systems
- European feudal systems had allegiances to many lords

- Other systems had huge states covering vast areas of territory

- After WWII, Japan was reorganized as an “ideal” state


- Little army, can’t declare war


- Forced into the European model of what a state should be like
