Gov-Pol AP Notes – Chapter 11 (pp. 233-250)

Constitutional Frameworks: Democratic and Authoritarian

- Studying constitutions helps us study politics

- Some countries do not even remotely follow their constitutions
Constitutions in Action
- Important institutions such as parties, police, and military are not in many constitutions


- Constitution is a part of a whole system of politics

- S.E. Finer – described constitutions as falling into two types:


- Realistic – actually has power in a country – US, Canada, Australia, etc


- Fictive – contains decorative passages, but no real power

- Many of the world’s constitutions are often rewritten, depending on who is in power

- All constitutions are fictive in some aspects


- Canadian constitution does not list the powers of the PM and cabinet


- US Constitution does not accommodate for political parties

Authoritarian Constitutions
- More ideological manifestos than real constitutions

- Commie parties are above the constitution

- China is an example of a stable communist constitution

- Soviet Union’s constitution set the norm for other communist constitutions
The Former USSR
- Four new constitutions between 1917 and 1991

- Most recent one in 1977 guaranteed freedom of speech, press, and assembly


- Also gave immunity from arbitrary arrests

- These rights were never upheld in the Soviet Union


- Constitution does not give a clear indication of what actually happened

- Although the constitution claimed to be liberal, the reds actually controlled everything

China
- Compared to the USSR, the Chinese constitution is relatively stable

- Four different constitutions after 1954


- Changed each time a new group gained control of the “party-state”

- 1982 Constitution deleted all praise of Mao and the Cultural Revolution 

- Operated on four basic principles of socialism:


a) The people’s dictatorship;


b) Marxist-Leninism and Mao’s thought;


c) The socialist road; and


d) The leadership of the Communist Party

- Outlines institutions of government – President, Premier, National People’s Congress


- Party still controls everything

- While the constitution provides for various freedoms, these are never seen in real life

Centralization/Decentralization of Power
- Huge issue for all modern states of any size

- Division of Powers - When the division of authority is written into the constitution

- Unitary governments are more centralized than federal ones

- Every state must give local authorities some power

- William Riker’s continuum of Centralized Authority:

1. Unitary Government – one level of authority

2. Centralized Federalism – two levels of authority; central government dominates

3. Decentralized Federalism – two levels of authority; regional government dominates

4. Confederation – One level of authority with an alliance of co-equal states

Unitary Govt ------- Centralized Fed. ------- Decentralized Fed. ------- Confederation

- Residual Powers – the authority over jurisdictional fields that aren’t in the constitution

- Concurrency – shared authority over a field
Fiscal Relations and the Dispersion of Power

- Original US constitution did not make division of powers very clear

- Now the US is a type of “marble-cake” federalism

- Washington has control over much of the financial situation, states have other powers

- German constitution lays out the distinction much more clearly

- The degree of centralization is liable to change because of fiscal federalism

- As the financial arrangements between levels change, so does the centralization
- Canadian government gives the provinces grants (conditional and unconditional)


- Conditional grants must be spent in a specific way

Ethno-Regionalism, Parties, and the Dispersion of Power
- A country’s centralization is affected by subcultures, cleavages, and political parties

- Few large federal states can claim to be homogeneous

- When groups are territorially-based, they are called ethno-regional movements

- May become separatist movements

- These groups want more decentralization of power – more authority for them

Mexico, Brazil, and India
- Mexico is a mixture of democracy and authoritarianism


- 60% Mestizo, 30% Amerindian, and 9% white, 


- Operates as a single political system, controlled by one party (PRI)

- In the 16th Century, Brazil’s king divided the country essentially into 15 provinces


- Until 1985, the states were appendages of the central government

- India’s language differences make the country very decentralized

- The main government in New Delhi is very powerful as well
- Constitution allows the central government to control the states if necessary

Authoritarianism and the Dispersion of Power
Communist Governments and Federalism
- Many former Commie states introduced federalism because of ethnic diversity


- Still ruled by the Commie party

- Although the Commie Revolution of 1917 in Russia made provisions for national autonomy in the USSR, this never happened because of the military influence

- Democratic Centralism – states are encouraged to show some initiative, but the final authority rests with the central government

- After Stalin’s death, decentralization began ending when the union became many states

- Former USSR states – except for Russia, Belarus, and Ukraine – have very little chance at surviving as independent democratic states

- After the USSR collapsed, many suppressed ethnic conflicts rose to the surface

- It is difficult for some to choose between the old ways and the thought of democracy

Military Governments and Federalism
- Nigeria has oscillated between a military government and a fed. constitution since 1960

- Many problems rise from the ethnic groups present in this country

- Ethiopia is one of the poorest states in the world – uses federalism


- Many hostile ethnic groups

 - 1991 – Meles Zenawi overthrew the military dictatorship and declared himself PM


- Introduced a federal system with power to be divided along ethnic lines


- Reformed Ethiopia by introducing free media and other parties

Failed Federations
- Constitutional federations can tend to be rather unstable


- They combine both diversity and unity

- Failed federations share four common conditions:

a) Regional divergences in their political demands

b) Weak communications

c) A diminution of the original impetus to federation

d) External influences

- Out of three dozen secession movements single WWII, two have been peaceful

- Singapore splitting from Malaysia, Slovakia and Czech Republic splitting

- States usually divide through civil war

HUMAN RIGHTS AND CONTROVERSIES
- Commie states give the rights of the collective priority over the rights of the individual

- While authoritarian states don’t care about human rights, liberal democracies make them defendable in courts

- In Germany, human rights are more entrenched than even the constitution

- World human rights are assessed annually by an organization called Freedom House


- Various factors are taken into account 

- Many of the problems stem from arguments over collective rights vs. individual rights
