US History Notes -


Chapter 20 - Commonwealth and Empire, 1870-1900





Toward A National Governing Class





- As the economy grew, so did government = new responsibilities for regulating society


- New governments campaigned extensively and began desperately trying to secure votes





The Growth of Government





- Many new services became publically-owned - eg: police, water supply, school systems


- In large cities such as Boston and New York, taxes soared


- New departments, bureaus, and cabinets were formed to help organise the country


- Interstate Commerce Commission (ICC) - 1st independant regulatory agency


	- Created in 1887 to organise state laws concerning railroads


	- Marked a shift in the balance of power from the states to the federal government





The Machinery of Politics





- Republicans - still ran on Civil War record and promised new reforms


- Democrats - desired to give the states more powers and repeal legislation


- Nearly all the elections in the last quarter-century were decided by around 1%


- Democrats usually had a majority in the House; Republicans usually held the Senate	- Neither party could govern effectively - little legislation passed before 1890


- Tariff - Major Political Issue - imposed a fee on imported goods, esp manufactured ones


	- North - liked it as it protected and encouraged domestic industrial growth


	- South - disliked it as it forced poor farmers to pay high prices on necessities


- Politicians urged voters to support their party and appealed to party loyalty


	- Republicans - elephants          - Democrats = donkeys


- In attempts to gain funds for campaigning, winners took “spoils” of office


	- Politicians would organize sporting events or give loyal voters municipal jobs





One Politician’s Story





- James Garfield - began as a humble Ohio resident, briefly worked as a canal boat driver


	- Civil War hero


	- denounced his own party for corruption under Ulysses S. Grant


	- traded favours and manuvered shrewedly to win 1880 nomination


	- won Presidency by less than 40,000 votes out of more than 9,000,000


	- was shot by a frustrated patronage seeker 200 days after inauguration


	- like others, assumed the President served as his party’s titular leader 	and played a mainly ceremonial role in office








The Spoils System and Civil Service Reform





- For decades, reformers desired to introduce legislation to improve the quality of govt


- Jan 1883 - Pendleton Civil Service Reform Act - allowed the president to make a three-person commission to draw up a set of guidelines for exec and legislative appointments


	- Made a fair system to select federal workers


- Although many reforms were made, many observers felt govt was still controlled by “insiders” not interested in the needs of ordinary people





Farmers and Workers Organise Their Communities





- Late 1860’s - farmers and workers began organising what became the populist movt.





The Grange





- 1867 - farmers on the Great Plains formed the Patrons of Husbandry


	- Much like the secretive Masonic order


	- Grange - HQ of the local chapter - center of social activity


- Main crop on Great Plains was grains (wheat and corn)


- Competition from other countries as well as environmental disasters hurt farmers


- Farmers hoped to improve their condition through collective action - joined P of H


- Grangers protested against railroads for charging high shipping prices


	- “Granger laws” established maximum shipping rates


- Grangers began to set up co-operatives in the interests of “buying less, producing more”





The Farmers’ Alliance





- Newspapers advised to move out of cotton and into other crops and to cut expenses


	- With budgets as low as $10 per year, farmers had no room to cut expenses


	- Shipping costs for perishable crops made diversification nearly impossible


- Both African American and white farmers formed unions in attempts to create reforms


- Hard conditions led many farmers to join the Alliances


	- 1890 - Alliances controlled Nebraska legislature and had power in Minn and SD





Workers Search for Power





- Tompkins Square Riot - Police hit protesters demanding living wages and steady jobs


- Great Uprising of 1877 - 1st nationwide strike - all rail workers rioted against pay cuts


	- Began in Martinsburg, West Virginia


	- Ended when President Hayes called in the Army to suppress the workers


	- Led to the creation of the National Guard


- Labour parties began fielding candidates in electi
