Chapter 31 Outline
Beyond the Cold War: Charting a New Course, 1988-1885

Introduction:

· The Berlin Wall

· Passage was permitted through it only at three checkpoints: Alpha, Bravo, and Charlie

· Charlie was the best-known: several cold war spy exchanges had taken place there between the US and the USSR

· Nearly 200 people had been shot trying to escape across the wall; 3,000 had been arrested. 

· It is estimated that 5,000 succeed in crossing it.

· 1963- JFK visited the wall, proclaimed “Ich bin ein Berliner” (I am a Berliner)

· 1987- Pres. Reagan went to wall. “Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!”

· Nov. 9, 1989: East German official says the travel ban across the Wall is lifted. At 10:30, guards opened the gates, causing pandemonium and celebration. 
· Official demolition of the wall began June 1990. It was completely down by November.

The Bush Years: Global Resolve, Domestic Drift, 1988-1993

· The Election of 1988

· The Candidates:

· Reagan’s VP, George H.W. Bush, easily won the Republican presidential nomination. Running mate was Senator Dan Quayle of Indiana, son of wealthy newspaper publisher. 

· Called for “a kinder, gentler America.”

· “Read my lips: no new taxes”

· Stressed Reagan’s accomplishments, distanced himself from Iran-contra scandal.

· Emphasized Reagan’s peace and prosperity, (better Soviet relations, low inflation, 14 million new jobs in 1980’s)

· Democratic nomination went to Massachusetts Governor Michale Dukakis. He chose Texas Senator Lloyd Bentsen as his running mate. 

· Emphasized his accomplishments as governor; attacked failures of Reagan’s economy.

· Seemed edgy, defensive; he dismissed ideology, making it hard for him to define his vision of America

· Stock phrases, repeated boasts of managerial skills bored voters and supporters.

· The Campaign:

· Bush TV commercial attacked Dukakis using racial stereotypes (showed a black man who committed rape, murder after release from Mass. Jail under one of Dukakis’ programs)
· Bush also attacked Dukakis’ vetoe of bill requiring students to say pledge of allegiance. 

· Both candidates avoided serious issues in favor of photo opportunities and sound bites. 
· Bush visited flag factories and military plants, Dukakis posed in a tank

· Editorial writers called it a “junk-food” campaign

· Results:

· Bush carried 40 states, got 54 percent of votes. Dukakis only got 10 states and DC. 

· Democrats retained control of both houses, most state legislatures

· The Cold War Ends

· Symbolized by opening of Berlin Wall

· Germany reunited for first time since 1945.

· Estonia, Latvia, and Lithuania (republics forcibly annexed by Soviets before WWII) declared independence.

· Other soviet republics also called for autonomy.

· August 1991- President Bush and Mikhail Gorbachev signed a treaty in Moscow reducing strategic nuclear arsenals by 25 percent.

· Armed race seemed over. Dick Cheney (secretary of Defense) proposed a 25% reduction in U.S. military forces over 5 years. 

· Warsaw Pact ended, causing NATO to announce plans for a 50% troop reduction. 

· Fall of the Soviet Union
· Nation’s economy sunk into crisis as the Soviet Commuist party’s centralized control collapsed. 

· August 1991- Communist leaders try to overthrow Gorbachev, but the president of the Russian Republic (Boris Yeltsin) protected the Russian parliament, causing the coup to fail.

· This raised Yeltsin’s political power

· The attempted coup caused the people to lose faith in the communist party.
· By late 1991, most of the Soviet republics proclaimed the end of the USSR. Since it was inevitable, Gorbachev resigned. 

· US influenced the fall of the USSR as little as possible 
(policy of Secretary of State James Baker, who wanted to proceed with caution.)

· The Soviet union’s 27,000 nuclear weapons were a major cause of concern.

· Baker wanted to secure them, prevent nuclear knowledge from leaking to other nations. 

· Strategic talks with Yeltsin allowed Bush to announce further reductions to the US’s nuclear arsenal.

·  Effects on the Third World, Asia:

· Prospects for resolving some local disputes brightened.

· Nicaragua- Bush stopped financing the contra’s war against the Sandinista government, instead worked out a program to reintegrate contras into Nicaraguan society

· In Nicaragua’s 1990 election, an anti-Sandinista coalition emerged victorious.

· Peru- open guerrilla war continued

· US still experienced a flow of drugs from Latin America. 

· Dec. 1989- concern over drug trafficking led to a US invasion of Panama to capture nation’s ruler, General Manuel Noriega

· Noriega was formerly on CIA pay roll

· Received life in prison for accepting bribes to permit drugs to pass through Panama on their way north.

· Phillipines- Philippines legislature ended the agreement by which the US maintained two naval bases in the islands

· Bush administration accepted this and closed the bases, since the Cold War was over.

· 1986- Congress imposed economic sanctions against white-ruled South Africa over Reagan veto.

· This was to help bring an end to S. Africa’s policy of racial segregation (called apartheid)

· 1991- South Africa scrapped much of its apartheid policy, causing President Bush to lift the economic sanctions.

· China was exception to World trend towards greater freedom.

· 1989-US-China relations suffer set back when Chinese army crushed a prodemocray demonstration by unarmed students. Hundreds of unarmed people killed.

· Bush administration curtailed diplomatic contacts, urged financial institutions to postpone loans to China.

· Did not break diplomatic relations, cancel trade agreements with China

· Trade issues

· Trade deficit with Japan was $43 billion in 1991, though this was lower than its 1987 high.

· Bush tried to convince Japanese to buy more US products through a trip to Asia. 

· Bush collapsed and vomited from flu at state dinner in Tokyo—symbolic?

· Operation Desert Storm

· Background:

· August 2, 1990, Iraq invaded Kuwait.
· Iraq’s dictator, Saddam Hussein, considered Kuwait’s ruling sheiks as puppets of Western imperialists, asserted Iraq’s claims to Kuwait’s oil fields. 

· Iraq’s military programs included both chemical and nuclear weapons projects, worrying many governments

· However, during the Iran-Iraq war, the US favored Iraq over Iran. US helped Iraq’s military buildup. 

· After 1989, US lost its incentive to help Iraq after Iran’s anti-American leader, Ayatollah Khomeini. 

· US involvement in the invasion of Iraq:

· Bush brought about a clear military objective in Congress, UN, and the American people: Iraq’s withdrawal from Kuwait. 
· Bush sent more than 400,000troops sent to Saudi Arabia.

· UN imposed economic sanctions against Iraq, insisted Saddam withdraw by January 15, 1991. 

· January 12—Senate and House endorse military action against Iraq. Most Dems vote against war, favoring economic sanctions instead. 

· Jan.16- air war begins. Iraq bombed for 6 weeks.

· TV showed war as a glorified video game. US Patriot missiles 

· Feb. 23- 200,000 US troops went into Kuwait. Iraqi soldiers fled or surrendered. Iraqi resistance was quickly squashed in an overwhelming US vicory.

· War received broad public support

· Some campus protests were the exception

· Saddam Hussein allowed to stay in power.

· Was oppressive to his people

· Home-front Discontents: Economic, Racial, and Environmental Problems

· Savings-and-loan (S&L) industry collapse

· Increased money from Reagan tax cuts led to increased investing in S&L industry. S&Ls made risky loans. 
When the economy cooled, many of these went bad. 
· Nearly 600 S&Ls failed from 1989-1990, wiping out many depositors’ savings

· Bush administration Set up program to repay depositors, costing government $400 billion.

· Federal Deficit:

· 1990- Congress and Bush agree to 4 year, deficit-reduction plan involving spending cuts and tax increases

· Broke campaign pledge “read my lips; no new taxes”

· Reached $290 billion in 1992, due to Gulf War, S&L bailout, soaring welfare and Medicare/Medicaid payments

· Recession of 1990

· Jobless rates were over 7% in 1992. Number of Americans below poverty rate rose by 2.1 million in 1990, a total of 34 million.

· Social-welfare funding slashed as states’ tax revenues fell.

· Middle-class Americans began to suffer from “compassion fatigue,” an intense dislike of the poor.

· Caused Americans to doubt Reagonism.

· Poor hit hard, middle-class not so much
· April 1992- outbreak of arson and looting erupted in a poor black district of LA

· Officially caused by rage over acquittal of four white LA police officers who beat a black motorist.

· 40 dead, millions in property damage

· Segregation/racism

· 1990-Bush vetoes bill broadening federal protection against job discrimination.

· Said it encouraged racial quotas in hiring

· 1991- signs similar bill, saying his concerns had been addressed.

· Education

· Bush called himself “education president”

· Called for national testing of schoolchildren, urged voucher systems (kids go to private schools at public expense), urged corporate America to fund experimental schools

· Failed to make large impact.

· Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990

· Barred discrimination against disabled persons, improving job and educational opportunities for the handicapped.

· Caused number of physically/cognitively impaired children in public schools to rise from 4.4 million to 5.6 million in the 1990s.

· Environmental Concerns

· March 1989- Exxon Valdez(oil tanker) ran aground in Alaska, spilling 10 million gallons of crude oil

· Fouled coastline, marine habitats.

· Killed thousands of animals

· Summer 1989- EPA reported air pollution in more than 100 US citites exceeded federalstandards

· 1991 EPA study found that pollutants were depleting ozone shield at twice the rate scientists had predicted.

· Bush had mixed environmental record.

· Deplored the oil spill, but defended oil exploration, drilling

· 1990-White House and Congress worked together to pass the Federal Clean Air Act.

· Several states passed even stricter laws

· Bush backed oil exploration in Alaskan wilderness preserves, proposed to open tracts of protected wetlands to developers.

· Vice president Quayle openly ridiculed environmentalists.

· The Supreme Court Moves Right

· Both Reagan and Bush placed those with their political ideology in the Supreme Court

· 1991-One Bush nominee, Clarence Thomas (who was African-American) was accused of sexual harassment by Anita Hill, a former associate

· Went to Senate judiciary Committee probed the accusations; probe was national televised

· Thomas narrowly won confirmation onto Supreme Court.

· 1992-Upheld Pennsylvania law further restricting abortion rights, but did affirm Roe V. Wade. 
· The Politics of Frustration

· Bush’s Popularity

· Bush experience surge of popularity after Operation Desert Storm

· 88%, fell to below 50% with recession. 

· Bush was considered “shrewd and energetic in foreign policy…clumsy and irresolute at home…”—New York Times 1991

· January 1992-Bush offers various rexession fighting proposals, dismissed by Democrats as politically motivated, inadequate to the problem.
· Election of 1992

· Arkansas Governor Bill Clinton won nomination in primaries, despite rumors of infidelity

· Chose Senator Al Gore (Tennessee) as his running mate

· Pledged activist government, addressing environment, health care, economy. Strongly pro-choice. 
· Focused on middle class, muting democratic concern for the poor. 

· President Bush won an easy reelection. 

· Republican right dominated party convention, crusading for “family values” 

· Pat Robertson’s Christian Coalition supported this.

· Third Party Candidate: Texas million/billionaire H. Ross Perot

· At one point, nearly 40% of voters supported him.

· Said party politics stood in way of solving America’s economic problems.

· Proposed electronic town meetings for voters to judge his proposals as presiden.

· Eccentric, poor response to critics turned off many potential supporters

· The Campaign:

· Bush attacked Clinton’s character, promised

· Clinton focused on stagnant economy, problems of the middle class.

· The Results:

· Popular Vote: Clinton-43%, Bush-38%, Perot-19%

· Perot gained largest third-party candidate share since Teddy Roosevelt in 1912.

· “Year of the Women”

· California elected two female state senators

· 53 women total in Congress

The Clinton Era I: Debating Domestic Policy, 1993-1997

· Clinton was baby boomer formed by Vietnam, JFK, the Beatles
· Shaping a Domestic Agenda:

· Clinton preferred domestic issues to foreign policy.

· Dealt with ethnic conflict in Bosnia and Somalia, trade negotiations with China, world trade, the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

· Clinton and Gore were leaders of the New Democratic Coalition

· Moderates who sought to shed Democratic reputation for high taxes, heavy spending

· Females

· Named women heads of numerous departments, including the UN delegation.

· Appointed wife Hillary to head the Task Force on National Health-Care Reform

· Homosexuals
· Tried to fulfill campaign pledge to end the exclusion of homosexuals from military service provoked controversy

· Agreement: “Don’t ask, don’t tell”

· The Economy

· Feb. 1993- economic program offered, proposed spending cuts, tax increases to ease budget deficit.

· Also proposed increased in spending to stimulate economic growth

· August 1993- Congress enacted economic plan that incorporate Clinton’s plan except economic stimulus plan 

· Economy improved

· By 1994, unemployment fell to lowest point in 4 years

· Oil prices back to what they werebefore OPEC increases

· North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA)

· Endorsed by Clinton, negotiated by Bush administration

· Admitted Mexico to free trade zone created by US and Canada

· House passed in 1993

· Health Care
· Healthcare prices were increasing drastically. 

· Hilary’s task force proposed seeping reform plan at expense of increased tobacco taxes. 

· Defeated by lobbyists for doctors, tobacco companies, the insurance industry, retired persons.

· Fall of plan cost the Clinton presidency

· While the plan failed, health care was still a major issue.
· Crime and welfare reform

· 1994-Clinton propses anticrime bill to fund drug treatment, etc. 

· Congress enacts similar crime bill.

· Clinton’s 1994 welfare-reform bill said that all able-bodied recipients of payments from major welfare program must obtain jobs after two years, in a public-service job if necessary. 
· Congress ignores, it is not enacted.

· Clinton’s public support

· Mid-1994-approval ratings dropped to 42%. 

· Considered too ready to compromise, too inclined to flit from issue to issue.

· More sexual harassment charges (Arkansas employee Paula Jones said Clinton had solicited sexual favors when he was governor)

· Political climate turned nasty. Clinton experienced numerous attacks. 

· Christian Coaltion, religious right 
· 1994: A Sharp Right Turn

· Clinton Looses popularity:

· By 1994 voters saw Clinton as an old Democrat of the big-government, “tax-and-spend” variety.

· Call for homosexuals being accepted in the army made him look bad

· Had a reputation as hopelessly indecisive.

· New middle class movement to downsize government, reform welfare, slash taxes, shift power to states

· Network of conservative organizations orchestrated the rightward swing:

· Christian Coalition, National Rifle Association

· While prosperity was increasing, it did little to affect the average American family

· The actual buying power of the average worker’s paycheck fell from 1986 to 1990, remained flat through the 90s.

· 1994 Elections:

· Republican landslide; GOP controlled both houses for first time since 1954.

· However, only 38% of eligible voters went to polls

· Evangelical Christians flocked to the polls

· Wisconsin Governor Tommy Thompson insisted that the states were now the best source of policy ideas.

· “Contract with America:” pledged tax cuts, congressional term limits, tougher crime laws, balanced-budget amendment

· Signed by 300 Republican candidates for office

· The New Congress

· Constitutional amendment requiring a balanced federal budget passed by the House; narrowly rejected by the Senate.

· House Republicans attacked “liberal elite” institutions-PBS, National Endowments for the Arts. 

· Passed legislation to increase the government’s power to combat obscenity in the mass media, curb pornography on the internet.

· Many of the “Contract with America” issues were fulfilled.

· The numerous bills, etc. were reminiscent of LBJ’s great society, FDR’s new deal

· Only conservative, not liberal

· Foreign Relations:

· The Republic landslide signaled a turn inward

· Congress refused to pay America’s $1 billion in past U.N. dues.

· Congressed pressured Clinton to reject a multinational treaty banning land mines

· Welfare Reform

· Conservatives challenged the premises of welfare:

· Cost too much

· They believed it undermined the work ethic and trapped the poor in a cycle of dependence.

· The Poverty of Welfare Reform (1995) by Joel Handler dismissed the welfare campaign as symbolic, arguing that without fundamental changes in the labor market, changes in welfare policies would mean little.

· Politicians of both parties wanted welfare reform

· Common consensus: the present system failed; welfare should be a short-term tool to gaining employment, not a lifelong entitlement.

· Debate was over what changes should be implemented, not whether or not change was needed.

· Clinton vetoed two welfare bills that lacked the safeguards he thought to be essential

· August 1996- Clinton signed landmark welfare reform bill
· Ended AFDC (Aid to Families with Dependent Children)

· States to develop own welfare programs with federal grants, withdraw Medicaid coverage once welfare benefits terminated.

· Effects: by December 1998, the welfare rolls dropped by 38 percent to 7.6 million years.

· Critics warned of effects of bill on poor children, welfare mothers in inner cities

· Clinton’s signing of the bill was proof of him starting to lean right in response to the election of 1994—August 1996 was an election summer

Social and Cultural Trend in 1990s America

· Culture of 1990s reflected general prosperity, with heavy emphasis on consumerism, leisure pursuits, mass-media diversions.

· America in the 1990s: A People in Transition

· Population increased by 33 million in 1990s, movement South and West continued.
· Baby boomers caused average age to increase.

· Traditional families became less common—from 74% in 1960 to 52% in 2000

· Overall crime rate fell nearly 20% from 1992 to 2000

· Several horrid crimes increased public fears of crime and violence:

· 1999-Columbine HS shoting

· Caused Clinton to intensify his campaign for tougher gun-control laws.

· 1999- an Atlanta man kills 9 employees of a financial firm where he worked

· Life Expectancy rose from 1980 to 1999; general public-health statistics increased.

· After 1995, Aids deaths, new HIV/AIDS cases declined

· It remained a major issue.

· America experience growing racial and ethnic diversity: 13% Hispanic, 12% African American, 4% Asian, 1% American Indian

· Illegal immigration from Mexico was a growing problem; some immigrants died while trying to reach the US.

· New immigrants mostly settled in cities.
· Challenges and Opportunities in a Multiethnic Society

· African Americans

· Made significant advances: lower unemployment rate, made more money, fewer below poverty line

· African American comprised 41% of prison inmates in 2000

· Inner-city black women faced risks; 70% of black births were by unmarried women, 30% if these were teenage mothers

· Inner Cities

· Gangs a major issue; drug-related carnage peaked in the early 1990s.

· Several major cities sued major gun manufacturers regarding injury or death from unregistered firearms.

· Claimed that manufacturers overproduced weapons so that some could become illegal

· Native Americans

· Through groups like the Indian Law Resource Center, tribes pursued the enforcement of 331 Indian treaties ratified between 1778 and 1871.

· Indian business like casinos brought in big money

· The Skull Valley Band of Goshute Indians offered to lease their valley for nuclear-waste disposal

· Hispanics

· Birthrate higher than average, small-business ownership increased, 

· Demographers predicted Hispanics would comprise 25% of population by 2050.

· Often filled in jobs others wouldn’t do: gardeners, maids, day laborers, etc. 

· “Amexica”-Southwestern border region of 24 million growing double national rate, represented melding of Mexican and American cultures.

· Asians

· Prized education, often possessed needed skills and entrepreneurial talent. This allowed them to move rapidly up the economic ladder.

· Asian-Americans sometimes organized to promote their intrests, sometimes acting collectively and sometimes in specific national groups.

· Rethinking Citizenship in an Era of Diversity

· Demographers calculate that no single racial or ethnic group will be a majority in America by 2050.

· An increasing number of Americans claim more than one cultural identity.

· “White Flight” caused many whites to move out of immigrant cities like Los Angeles and New York, going instead to cities like Las Vegas, Denver, and Austin.

· Racial and ethnic loyalties remained strong.
· Language was major battleground.

· The “New Economy”

· 1973- Sociologist David Bell published The Coming of Post-Industrial Society: A Venture in Social Forecasting. 

· Remarkably accurate—America in the late twentieth century experienced a decline in the industrial sector, rise of a service-based economy

· 58% of male workers were in service industry in 1998

· Service economy was highly segmented—included everyone from fast-food workers to physicians.

· Young people with education and skills entered high-tech industries

· Older workers displaced from industrial jobs; devastating them both economically and emotionally.

· Affluence, Conspicuous Consumption, aSearch for Heroes

· Economic boom produced instant fortunes for some, causing rampant consumption

· Bowling Alone: The Collapse and Revival of American Community by Robert Putnam: pointed out diminished civic engagement, weakened interest in public issues. 
· Privatization of life, erosion of the public sphere.

· Stock market surged

· Sails of SUVs skyrocketed

· The media

· Movies like Braveheart and Gladiator offered an escape.

· Showed desire for riches—Who Wants to be a Millionaire and Survivor.
· A Truce in the Culture Wars?

· Gays and Lesbians
· Grew more vocal politically, increasingly visible in pop culture, on TV

· Rash of state-level efforts sought to counter their demands for equality. 

· 1998-gay student at University of Wyoming was tortured and murdered because of his sexual orientation

· Abortion

· Some “pro-life” advocates turned to violence, one killing a physician and his bodyguard outside an abortion clinic.

· 1997- bombers struck abortion clinics in Tulsa and Atlanta

· Abortion rate dropped by some 12% between 1992 and 1996

· April 19, 1995-bombing outside an Oklahoma City federal building, killing 168

· A series of bombs were mailed between 1978 and 1995 to “anti-environmental” individuals. Killed 3, injured 28. 
· Theodor Kaczynski convicted for the crimes.

· 1995-Smithsonian Institution cancelled an exhibit regarding the bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki

· Supposedly overemphasized the human toll, presented historian’s differing views of Truman’s decision.

· Other battles in culture war took place on TV show boycotts, televangelists’ programs, radio talk shows, etc.

· Religious conservatives called for a return to traditional moral values

· Pat Robertson’s The New World Order (1991)

· Explained much of US and world history as a conspiracy that would soon end in the rule of the antichrist

· Many people feared the year 2000 as a possible apocalypse. 

· Y2K added to these fears

· Charges of infidelity against President Clinton underscored the moral rot conservatives saw eating away at America.

· Christian Coalition lost momentum in 1997 when its director, Ralph Reed, resigned

· One Nation After All (1998)-sociologist Alan Wolfe reported on his interviews with middle class Americans

· They were suspicious of extremist positions, broadly accepting of diversity

